FEUERSTEIN  COURSES IN COGNITIVE EDUCATION

TO SUPPORT A CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE

                          Accredited Trainer  Billy O’ Neill 
                                www.feuersteintraining.co.uk
The courses are designed to significantly improve teaching, learning, behaviour, motivation, attitude, insight, self-concept and transfer of learning to prepare students for learning in the 21st century.
The participants will develop their ability to improve their students’ development as successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors.
                             Instrumental Enrichment Basic (FIE Basic) 

                     Training  in Thinking Skills - Learning How To Learn.

5 day course for teachers, lecturers, psychologists, support staff, and parents working with children and students in Nursery, Primary, Special and Further Education. 

The Basic course is designed to accelerate cognitive development and develop social competence. The course is appropriate for children 3 to 8 years of age, and for the older student who has a low performance level and needs a more systematic and developmentally based approach.

It is designed to be used with whole class groups, small groups, and as a one-to-one therapeutic intervention.  Pupils learn to “think about their thinking,” metacognition, by reflecting on the strategies learned and applying them to curriculum content and problem solving tasks.


The course consists of 5 Instruments or units of work. 
Organisation of Dots:  learning how to inhibit impulsivity, to plan, search systematically, transport visual images, develop strategies, perception, precision and accuracy. 

From Unit to Group:  learning to understand the concept of number and the cardinality of number while developing a range of cognitive functions (thinking tools) that can be generalised.

Identifying Emotions:  learning the language of emotions, understanding emotions in self and others and understanding emotions generated in social situations.

From Empathy to Action:  learning to reflect upon emotions and reactions to given situations and developing empathic understanding - the mechanism of empathy.

Compare and Discover the Absurd A & B:  learning to develop spontaneous comparative behaviour. Improving perception, precision and the ability to establish relationships.

                  Instrumental Enrichment FIE Basic Course

                                   Application Form
Certificate course for teachers, lecturers, psychologists, parents and support staff in Nursery, Primary, Special and Further Education. Some instruments are suitable for students in mainstream Secondary Schools.

Dates: November  2011     Monday   28th       Tuesday 29th     Wednesday 30th  

            December  2011     Thursday  1st          Friday   2nd          

Venue:  Bruce Hotel, 35 Cornwall Street, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G74 1AF Scotland 

Times: 8.30am - 5.30pm

Full Name:………………………………………………………………………..

Address:…………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………

Post Code:………......

Telephone:

(Home)……………………………(School/Business)……………………………

E-mail:……………………………………………………………………………..

Cost of course/materials £495.00 (includes tea/coffee and buffet lunch)

Please invoice the following: _____________________________________________

Please post completed form to:

Billy O’ Neill

2 Dunnottar Crescent

Stewartfield

East Kilbride

Glasgow

G74 4PL

Scotland

Tel: 01355 243635

www.feuersteintraining.co.uk
E-mail: billy@feuersteintraining.co.uk     E-mail:  billy0neill@hotmail.com
Please register early as places are limited. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 18th November 2011
All registered applicants will be contacted approximately one week in advance of

the course date. If the course is cancelled applicants will be contacted by

telephone. If you do not hear from us within this timescale please telephone 
0044 (0)1355 243635
                Instrumental Enrichment (FIE)  Standard Level 1 (10yrs - adult)
                     Training  in Thinking Skills - Learning How To Learn

5 day course for teachers, lecturers, psychologists, parents and support staff working in Primary, Special, Secondary and Further Education.

Reuven Feuerstein's Instrumental Enrichment is a cognitive intervention programme which causes significant and powerful gains in student learning and achievement.

More than 1500 studies with a wide range of learner populations from countries around the world attest to the power of Feuerstein's methods in increasing students' cognitive performance, academic achievement and emotional intelligence.

IE provides an intensive and rigorous training programme that prepares the teacher or helper to correct deficiencies in fundamental thinking skills, provides students with the concepts, skills, strategies, operations and techniques necessary to function as independent learners, increases their motivation, develops students’ metacognition, and helps students learn how to learn and how to transfer learning.

IE materials are organised into 14 instruments that comprise a series of pen and paper tasks that increase in difficulty, are independent of content in any subject area and target the development of cognitive functions that are readily transferable to all educational and everyday life situations.

The course consists of 5 Instruments or units of work.

Organisation of Dots:   learning how to inhibit impulsiveness, search systematically, transport visual images, develop strategies and precision and accuracy. Developing and enhancing a range of cognitive functions (thinking tools) that can be generalised and transferred.  
Orientation in Space 1: perceiving and projecting spatial relationships, which leads to an understanding of interpersonal relationships. Reducing egocentricity, increasing flexibility of thinking and representational thinking. 

Comparisons:  learning to develop spontaneous comparative behaviour. Improving perception, precision and the ability to establish relationships.

Analytic Perception: learning to divide wholes into component parts and constructing wholes by projecting the relationships between the parts. Developing an analytic approach to life.

Illustrations: learning how to perceive problems and discover the solutions. Developing the ability to decode details, use hypothetical and inferential thinking. Learning how to perceive relationships.

               Instrumental Enrichment Standard Level 1 Course 
                                       Application Form

Certificate course for teachers, lecturers, psychologists, parents and support staff in Upper Primary, Secondary, Further Education and Special Education. 

Dates:  January 2012      Monday 23rd      Tuesday 24th   Wednesday 25th
                                        Thursday 26th      Friday 27th      
Venue: Bruce Hotel, 35 Cornwall Street, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G74 1AF Scotland 

Times: 8.30am - 6.00pm

Full Name:………………………………………………………………………..

Address:…………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………

Post Code:………......

Telephone:

(Home)……………………………(School/Business)……………………………

E-mail:……………………………………………………………………………..

Cost of course/materials £495.00  (includes tea/coffee and buffet lunch) 
Please invoice the following: _____________________________________________

Please post completed form to:

Billy O’ Neill

2 Dunnottar Crescent

Stewartfield

East Kilbride

G74 4PL

Tel: 0044 (0)1355 243635

www.feuersteintraining.co.uk
E-mail: billy@feuersteintraining.co.uk
E-mail:  billy0neill@hotmail.com
Please register early as places are limited. 

Closing date for applications: Monday 16th January 2011

All registered applicants will be contacted approximately one week in advance of

the course date. If the course is cancelled applicants will be contacted by

telephone. If you do not hear from us within this timescale please telephone 
0044 (0)1355 243635
Billy worked in partnership with the Scottish Borders Education Authority from 2005 - 2009. 
The Feuerstein Pilot Programme in The Scottish Borders  Trainer: Billy O’ Neill

The QIE Centre of Strathclyde University, on behalf of the Scottish Executive, carried out an audit of this project after it had been running for only six months. It is highly complimentary of the progress achieved in such a short time. 

Beside each category note the % of teachers who felt there had been significant progress.

· Correction of deficient cognitive function                 98% 

· Acquisition of vocabulary for problem solving         75% 

· Production of intrinsic motivation                             83% 

· Increase in task intrinsic motivation                          84% 

· Development of insight                                              83% 

· Overcoming cognitive passivity                                 76% 

“It appears that the FIE pupils, with a history of social, emotional or behavioural needs, not only retained what they learned, but also generalised their learning to a new task." 

“The FIE trained teachers evidenced a significant shift in attitudes towards learning and learners and reported that they were acting in accordance with their changed understandings. 

These teachers support the continuance of the programme and the implementation of a mediated learning approach throughout the schools. They believe that the Feuerstein version of mediated learning is likely to enhance the aims of other initiatives (e.g. A Curriculum for Excellence; Assessment is for Learning) and contribute to National Priorities. 

They also believe that the Feuerstein approach offers a coherent framework for accommodating ideas presented in other CPD programmes and, in particular, provides tools for enhancing the abilities of all pupils. 

Overall, the findings from the various sources of data indicate that the FIE trained teachers were generally very positive about the impact of their training on professional practice. The effectiveness of the programme was reflected in positive outcomes including raised awareness and reflective practice, particularly in relation to cognitive functions and tackling deficiencies.”

                   ----------------------------------------------------------------
What qualification will be gained?

1) On completion of the course all participants will receive a certificate of attendance. In order to receive the practitioners certificate, each person will be expected to implement the programme for at least 30 hours, and submit a portfolio documenting their activity to the Feuerstein Institute in Jerusalem. The certificate is recognised worldwide as a qualification to teach IE. 

2) As part of  the Institute’s quality enhancement measures IE practitioners are expected to attend annual professional development seminars, organised locally, and the accreditation as an IE practitioner is renewable after 6 years.

Who is the Trainer?

Billy O’ Neill is an Accredited Trainer having completed his training under Professor Reuven Feuerstein at the International Centre for the Enhancement of Learning Potential (ICELP) in Jerusalem, Israel
       Sample of Evaluations from IE Standard Course June 2011

Billy your skills are so inspiring! You modelled a mediated approach in all of your communication! I particularly appreciated the detail and care you took to model successful delivery of the instruments. I hope I can do a job half as well. Thank you!

Elaine Bannatyne

Deputy Headteacher

Bearsden Academy

Glasgow

Scotland

Both content and delivery excellent. Billy engenders the principles of Mediated Learning in everything he does. I believe everyone left feeling enthusiastic about embarking on I.E. with our student groups, and feeling we had also learned something about ourselves. This was a memorable and highly valued course, with top class instruction and presentation.

Mary Tulley

Principal Teacher 

Support for Learning and Behaviour Support.

Our Lady’s High School

Motherwell

North Lanarkshire

Scotland

Extremely interesting and very relevant to the work that I do with young people who have issues related to learning and behaviour. The pace of this course was just right over the 5 days and held my interest to the end. I’m looking forward to using the instruments and feel enthusiastic and motivated.

Lyn Forbes

Additional Needs Teacher

South Lanarkshire

Scotland

Evaluations from IE Standard Course delivered to the Psychological Service, Tallaght, Ireland September 2011

The course was excellent, very well delivered. A good blend of practical exercises and theory. Billy was able to constantly come up with examples of how to bridge and generalise the lessons. An excellent teacher, encouraging interaction, welcoming debate and allowing some flexibility in break times to meet the needs of the group. His passion for IE is contagious. We will definitely be implementing this programme in our service, I just hope we can do it justice! Highly recommend Billy as a trainer, he really knows his stuff.

Course was excellent re organisation, delivery & materials. Billy’s willingness to share his knowledge & expertise as well as his passion for the benefits of the IE programme were inspirational. I look forward to using IE to improve my practice. Many thanks.
Billy is an excellent facilitator. I found his inclusive approach refreshing and motivating. I would recommend him as a trainer of FIE.
Course was interesting, engaging and relevant. Both the materials and the ideas provided added value for our service.
The course was very informative and interesting.  Billy is an excellent facilitator. I found his stories from his experience particularly helpful in seeing how I will apply this to my own work. I am excited about the concepts of MLE and IE, especially the idea of bridging and I am really looking forward to incorporating this into my work. Feuerstein was light years ahead of his game! Thank you!

                        Evaluations FIE Basic Course  
                Scottish Borders Education Authority            

	
Training Day 6 – 30 OCT 2007


Level 1: IE Basic group 1 (b)

INSTRUMENT STUDIED :
Compare & Discover the Absurd
Please complete this Evaluation Questionnaire by circling the 

appropriate response to each question.

	[1]
	How did you find the content of the presentation delivered by Billy O'Neil ?

	
	(a)  VERY INFORMATIVE  (15)
	(b)  INFORMATIVE (1)
	(c)  NOT INFORMATIVE (0)


	[2]
	Did you understand the instrument involved today ?

	
	(a)  YES  (16)
	(b)  NO (0)
	


	[3]
	Could you use this instrument to work with pupils ?

	
	(a)  YES  (16)
	(b)  NO (0)
	


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Please add any further comments in the box below)



	
Training Day 5 -   21 SEPT 2007


Level 1:Basic 1 (a)

INSTRUMENT STUDIED :
Unit to group 
Please complete this Evaluation Questionnaire by circling the 

appropriate response to each question.

	[1]
	How did you find the content of the presentation delivered by Billy O'Neil ?

	
	(a)  VERY INFORMATIVE  (18)
	(b)  INFORMATIVE (0)
	(c)  NOT INFORMATIVE (0)


	[2]
	Did you understand the instrument involved today ?

	
	(a)  YES  (18)
	(b)  NO (0)
	


	[3]
	Could you use this instrument to work with pupils ?

	
	(a)  YES  (18)
	(b)  NO (0)
	


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  ( Please add any further comments in the box below)





FEUERSTEIN TRAINING EVALUATION








 A great day really informative and very clear instructions/ideas how the instrument can be used in the classroom. I will use this with S3/4 pupils who are currently experiencing ‘barriers’/difficulty with some of the standard material. Thank you!! 


Really great Billy – you have explained it clearly and in a way that makes it easy to go back to school and put into practice. 


Billy has immense knowledge, compassion & skill. I wish I could take him to school with me everyday!! What a privilege to have him as a trainer. 


As usual quite fascinating!!! Lots of opportunities in non-threatening ways to explore connections, language, concepts & understanding of all. 


 Another enjoyable day


This instrument really makes sense. Will probably use it first, find going through every picture a bit tiresome – but maybe it is necessary. 


Interesting as always, Many thanks 








FEUERSTEIN TRAINING EVALUATION








Really interesting again


So interesting really looking forward to the next session!!


Found a.m session very interesting – can see a more general application for a greater number of children. It’s beginning to come together in my mind & I can see links to other aspects of learning. Video very optimistic – great.


Very excited about unit to group. Already identified child who would benefit from this. Fortunately very supportive HT who is going to give me time to work with children. 


Can already see how this could help several of my pupils. Thanks.


Great resource and teaching tool


Very interesting and I feel very useable with my class. This helped me see how it can challenge even the high flying level E/F child. 


Again, another enjoyable day. 


Very inspiring again – I’m very keen to try this out with one or two children with problems in maths. 


Pure dead brilliant!!!


Today was just fabulous; I am buzzing again & can’t wait to teach this too. Thanks















